The Great Thanksgiving and Blessing for the New Year

Worship Celebration
January 1, 2017 — 9:30 am
Epiphany Sunday

Blessing of the Bread and Cup
The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Renew Our Covenant with God

Music During Communion and Blessing

What Child Is This Hymnal 219
Love Came Down at Christmas Hymnal 242
In the Bleak Midwinter Hymnal 221
* Hymn of Commitment The First Noel Hymnal 245

* Benediction
* Postlude Joy to the World arr. Hayes

Clergy and Worship Leaders

Rev. Dr. Dave Summers, Senior Pastor

Rev. Eve Williams, Associate Pastor

Rev. Andrea Andress, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation of Children and Families
Rev. Brenda Smith, Director, Children’s Ministry and Young Adult Ministry

Dr. Ashley Snavley, Music and Arts Ministries Director and Organist

Dr. Andria Fennig, Worship Accompanist/Director of Contemporary Worship Arts
Thomas Strawser, Assistant Music Director and Youth Choir Director

Assisting Today The Perfect Prayel’
Acolytes: Frank Lomax, John Cole Lomax
Ushers: Wayne Allcott, Lee Bisbee, Mike Fisher, Russ Mosser, I. "Abba 7
Rich Nowak, Tom Rugen, John Stallings, Lee Steers
Blessings at the prayer rail: Rev. Sharon MacVean, Meditation

Georgia Frederic, Tawn Watkins

Audio: Jim DeBusk Visuals: Jim Poley We have more control than most of us realize. Each day is filled

with thousands of opportunities to change the story of our lives.

Chancel flowers are given by Marge Dennis ]
—Mi chael Hyat't

in loving memory of Robert Morse.
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All are invited to share in communion this morning. As United Method-
ists, we practice an “open communion” where all are welcome to come
forward as we meet the presence of the living Christ. This Sunday during
communion, we also invite you to receive a blessing for the new year,
either individually or as a family.

Words of Welcome Rev. Dr. Dave Summers

Prelude Good King Wenceslas arr. Shackles

Dr. Andria Fennig, piano

* Call to Worship
Leader: For everything there is a season.
People: Today a new day, a new year dawns.
Leader: As we journey through life, you are always with us.

People: We walk by faith, not by sight,
into the year before us.

* Hymn of Praise [t Came Upon the Midnight Clear Hymnal 218

* Opening Prayer Rev. Brenda Smith

Eternal God, as a new year begins, may our love for you
be seen in our love for one another.

Help us let go of past failings, even as we open our hearts
to your possibilities before us.

Guide our footsteps, strengthen our faith, increase our love
that we may trust in you each day that is to come.

In the name of Jesus, who walks with us. Amen.
* Moments of Christian Fellowship

* Hymn of Fellowship God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
(see screen)

Rev. Brenda Smith

When you see an * in the order of worship, please stand as you are able.

Children’s Moment

Large-print bulletins, Bibles and hymnals, as well as assistive listening devices
and wheelchairs, are available from the ushers.

(please fill out and pass the fellowship pads)

Anthem [/ Stand in Awe of You/How Great Thou Art Medley
Michael English, composer and soloist

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
God of the ages, we stand on the threshold of another year.

You have blessed us with many gifts during the last year,
and yet we have often failed to use those gifts or our lives
as creatively and constructively as we might have.

We confess we have lived more for ourselves than for you.
Our commitment has often been weak.

May the year be fulfilled with achievements:
wrongs corrected, friendships deepened,
the disheartened encouraged.

Help us to reveal and share your love,
even as you became love to us. In Jesus name. Amen.
Silent Prayer and Words of Assurance

Leader: In the Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People: Inthe Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Glory to God. Amen.

Scripture Matthew 6:5-13 Martha Rinne
Leader: God’s word for God’s people.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Perfect Prayer: 1. Abba
Rev. Dr. Dave Summers

Sharing of God’s Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Hark! the Herald Angel’s Sing arr. Wolverine

* Doxology Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
(see screen)

* Offertory Prayer



